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INTRODUCTION 

Sunrise Coal, LLC (Sunrise Coal) has coverage, and is authorized to discharge, under two 

separate National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits.  The two permits are 

outlined in Table 1. 

Table 1.  NPDES PERMITS 

SUNRISE COAL, LLC 

Carlisle, Indiana 

Permit Type Permit No. Permit coverage Comments 

General P 

permit 

ING040199 

Rule 7 

327 IAC 15-7 

Wastewater from the Sunrise 

Coal coal processing plant 

(CPP), contact storm water 

runoff from the facility, and 

runoff from reclamation areas.  

The general permit addresses 

wastewater and storm water from 

the site and applies technology 

based effluent limitations. 

Individual 

permit 
IN0062791 Mine dewatering  

Mine dewatering is specifically 

covered under the individual permit 

to address water quality based 

effluent limitations for sulfate and 

chlorides, as well as the technology 

based effluent limitations included 

in the general permit. 

 

The individual permit was originally issued with a single outfall, 001.  The permit was 

intended to authorize only water discharged from the mine.  The mine water was to be treated in a 

sedimentation pond/sump to meet the technology-based effluent limits.  The treated mine water 

was then to be pumped to a mixing tank for flow augmentation as allowed under 327 Indiana 

Administrative Code (IAC)– 5 – 5 -2(d).  Flow augmentation and mixing were intended to occur 

in a mixing tank.  After mixing, the facility would be required to monitor, sample, and meet the 

water quality standards for chloride and sulfate as outlined in the individual permit.   

Table 2 provides a description of each outfall/associated pond at the Sunrise Coal facility 

and the permit under which it was originally permitted.   
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Table 2.  OUTFALLS/PONDS AS ORIGINALLY PERMITTED IN THE INDIVIDUAL AND GENERAL NPDES PERMITS 
Sunrise Coal, LLC 

Carlisle, Indiana 

Outfall No. 

(Permit) 

Associated Pond 

 

Type of Discharge 

New Source Status 

(Undetermined, Acid, 

Alkaline) 

Comments 

001  

(individual permit 

IN0062791) 

Sump (no pond) 

 

Mine water only  Acid 

Outfall 001 was to be constructed 3 

miles west of the main mine portal 

located at the facility.  The mine water 

treatment system was to include a 

sedimentation sump followed by flow 

augmentation in a mixing tank to meet 

water quality standards for chloride and 

sulfate only.   

 001 (general permit 

ING040199*) 

Pond D 

 

Surface runoff from 

facility – 

undetermined new 

source status 

Undetermined 
Runoff from site to be collected in Pond 

D and discharged through outfall 001.* 

002 (general permit 

ING040199*) 

Pond C 

 

Surface runoff from 

facility – 

undetermined new 

source status 

Undetermined 
Runoff from site to be collected in Pond 

C and discharged through outfall 002.* 

003 (general permit 

ING040199) 

Pond 1 

 

Surface runoff from 

slurry impoundment 

– undetermined 

new source status 

Undetermined 

Runoff from slurry impoundment to be 

collected in Pond 1 and discharged 

through outfall 003. 

004 (general permit 

ING040199) 

Pond 2 

 

Surface runoff from 

North Portal site – 

undetermined new 

source status 

Undetermined 

Runoff from North Portal to be collected 

in Pond 2 and discharged through 

outfall 004. 

*See Attachment 1 for aerial view of ponds/outfalls. 

In May 2012, Sunrise Coal reported to the Indiana Department of Environmental 

Management (IDEM) that it had never constructed, or ever put into service individual permit 

outfall 001, which was to have been constructed approximately 3 miles west of the main portal, as 

outlined in the individual permit (i.e., individual permit 001).  In lieu of using individual permit 

outfall 001 as specified in the individual permit, Sunrise Coal pumped mine dewatering waste 

water from the main portal to a drainage ditch at the facility known as “the lazy river.”  The 

drainage ditch routed mine water eventually to Pond C, where it mixed with runoff from the site 

and discharged through general permit outfall 002, which was authorized under the general permit 

(i.e., general permit 002). 

IDEM and Sunrise Coal entered into an “Agreed Order” on November, 19, 2012 

(Attachment 2).  The Agreed Order documented Sunrise Coal’s non-compliance with the 

individual permit.  The Agreed Order also required Sunrise Coal to submit a compliance plan in 

which the facility was to outline the actions it would take to properly permit, treat, and discharge 

its mine dewatering waste water.  The compliance plan also included an implementation and 

completion schedule.  
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Sunrise Coal submitted the compliance Plan on March 19, 2013, and IDEM approved it 

(Attachment 3).  In the plan, Sunrise Coal proposed to continue sending mine water to the existing 

ditch at the main site, send that water to Pond C, and have the ability to discharge the mine water 

through general permit outfall 001 (actually general permit outfall 002).  The individual permit 

would be modified to incorporate the outfall (general permit outfall 002) and that outfall would be 

removed from the general permit.  However, the outfall referred to as 001 in the compliance plan 

was actually general permit outfall 002.  This appears to be the first time the outfalls and their 

designated labels were mistakenly switched. 

On July 1, 2014, IDEM modified the individual permit to include Pond C and outfall 001 

(actually general permit outfall 002) from the general permit (see Appendix C of the inspection 

report).  The outfall was renamed, in the individual permit, from 001 (although it was actually 

general permit outfall 002) to 005.  The facility wanted to retain the original individual permit 

outfall 001 for future use if needed. 

On August 7, 2015, Sunrise Coal submitted to IDEM a Notice of Intent to continue 

coverage under the general permit and remove Pond C and outfall 001 (actually 002) from the 

general permit since outfall 001 had been incorporated into the individual permit.  During that 

review, it was discovered that the original general permit outfall 002 was now mistakenly being 

referred to as individual permit outfall 001 and had been incorporated into the individual permit 

as outfall 005, which was authorized to discharge mine dewatering waste water.  Also as a result, 

the original, general permit outfall 001 was now referred to as outfall 002.  IDEM summarized the 

situation in a letter to the facility dated November 16, 2015 (Attachment 4).  The letter describes 

a remedy to the situation: remove outfall general permit 002 (mistakenly referenced as individual 

permit 001) from the general permit because it was now monitored under the individual permit as 

outfall 005 and Pond C.  The original general permit outfall 001 and Pond D under the general 

permit, (referenced as general permit outfall 002) would remain in the general permit but would 

be renamed general permit outfall 202.   

In addition to eliminating general permit outfall 002 from the general permit and renaming 

general permit outfall 001 as general permit outfall 202, Sunrise Coal never designated the new 

source discharges from any of the outfalls as acid or alkaline.  The new source discharges remained 

as undetermined since 2005, when they were originally covered under the general permit.  IDEM 

made the determination in the November 16, 2015, letter designating outfalls 202 and 004 as 

alkaline and outfall 003 as acid. 
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